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The Leadership Year: Why Staying for Kindergarten Is So Important

Do.you remember your last year of elementary or mlddle school? You were finally the oldest at the
.’S(’lw You were, at last, the coveted "big kld".yguﬂzlgfn admiring for years. This'is how ch|Idrgn e

feq 2he|r final year of/the three-year cycle at 3 Sorl school. \ (]
® L

During their first two years, c¢hildren in a Montessori class work with the older kids in their class,
seeing them as leaders and turning to them far help and looking to them as an example. They also
look forward to the day that they get to step into that role. This final year is called the leadership
year, or sometimes the capstone year or, more simply, kindergarten, and it is incredibly important.
Let's talk about why!

\Reasons to Stay for Kindergarte

\\

The Familiaris Family

n?e§$ori schogls, children stay with the same_t® .ch%r.s'through
|, children will have the same teacher from ages.3 through 6./

Unlike at a traditional school, in
_lyears-long cycles. At the preschool |
If you stay for kindergarten, your child will have a teacher who knows them well and with whom they
have a close and comfortable relationship. They will also have many close friends and peers in their
class. Children are comfortable in a familiar environment and are able to "hit the ground running";
SW|tch|ng to a new school for kindergarten will reqmre an adjustment period before children can get
A . g@io work, whereas stayingin'the Montesspr‘ em\“r‘nment allows children tobuild'omwhat_ ~ ®

th(;y vnt the past two years on, leading to botﬂ ' and rapid growth. \ i
.

Leadership Skills for Life

It's not called the leadership year for nothing! Being the oldest in a multi-age class means children'get
more classroom responsibilities and privileges. They also chance to develop their leadership skills,
and being able to help and care for younger children develops confidence and empathy. Not only

that, but helping younger children with
}\(ing children the chance to be the’oldest in a multi-age room can also increase their self-esteem--

rk reinforces the older child's knowledge ject.

whodoesn'tlike being looked up to and admired?

Formative Assessments, Not a%da'rdized Testing °
® ® 9

_(Children in a traditional kindergarten-will almost certainly underga standardized testing, which can
be extremely stressful for them. It's also not a great measure of real knowledge, nor does it help
children in their learning. In a Montessori school, children receive formative assessments. These are
done continuously and naturally as a child receives lessons. Teachers will assess knowledge during

Iea.rning, and lessons can be changed while happenir:g to match the level the child is at. This is much
° ° )



more low pressure for children’buf%ls\ogu_ch more useful. This is the type of individtial attention

that is often missing in a traditional scho
The Real Reason We Want Your Child to Stay

We have to be honest. We want your child to staX because...we love them! Watching children
k .d!vﬂq) and grow through theirithree-year cycle;s’ng’.dmle and it's seeing thatgrowth that dqvgs‘

qu;c teachers to do what they do. If you have.mestlons about the leadership year,
please don't hesitate to contact us. °

In the Classroom

Ms Ashley's Room Ms Paula's Room

The theme in Ms Ashley's room is oceans. In March, Ms Paula's room will b
mey will be learning about ocean animals
andwill haveisome super neat water work on birds, including putting out more
activities! Marchiis also reading ogh..They i feeders, and they're goin t@ta;t planting
will celebrate Dr. Seuss's birth8a angdeach seeds in'preparation fof s

day, a new friend will get to pick the story

on all things spring! They'll continue their

ro'ng@.rdening.

“they want read tathe class that day. » They've also finished their work.on the artic

and will be studying North America. They will

Mrs. Dona's Room begin cooking in the class as they study new
cultures!
In February, Mrs. Dona's room studied
® o o °
Ahca.mcludmg the cultures and@nimals o] .Mrs. Melissa's Room (]
oo _0o °0

founde continent. They'worked on .. R
® [ 1 [ ]
creatl avannah sunset and tasted : monthly thelile ¥ March,in Mg
Melissa's room is jungle-animals. They will

chlckpeas and black-eyed peas, as well as

Wicd plantains. The cl B8 Ao <88 Africal learn fun facts about/'animals, including their

tales, including Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters habitats and which continent they live on.

by John Steptoe. They will continue learning more about how
primary colors mix together to make
secondary colors and will end b

their own "White Rabbit's cglor book".

%xt month, they will be studying Eur

They willalso start doing tery number;
Every other day, the nLRn.Q’ a.nd.quantity
_ will change. The childref wilhthen try to
% remember what the number w ount
out objects in the basket. The numbers will

be 0-10 not in order.



/’hnouncem'ts and Da'tes\\/ ’ ' ’ \‘\/ ’

1. Fall registration will open to our in- March 22nd: Fire Drill

house families (including any new families

who signed up for summer sessions) in April. Marchi2dth Siothadoibel

ql\‘éwill send you a link witdgg el ® e .March28th - April 1st: (scho.oll
" %hath . o ; °
hate e expect that sp

® . o ® .
ed)
gufckl . ': :

2. Summer session regi

tion has been
ots are filling
quickly--we've already closed the half-day
program for June and July. If you have not
yet registered for any session, please visit

opened to our waitlist an

myprocare.com and register for all th

rm as soon as possible to secure your sp
Please do not use the form if you haven't
registered for a session.

A :Lg.gi Events and Reso A, :..o
R L’ :@

i 1. Gleaners is doing a drive-thru food distribution in Wyandotte on 03/0
03/18/2022 from 9:00am to 11:00am at the k Arena. Families can recei
fresh produce and shelf-stable goods. No registration necessary.

2. It's Maple Fest 2022 at MSU Tollgate Farm Children’s Garden! On March 5th and 6h,
enjoy a wagon ride, tap a tree, and taste some maple-licious treats. Tickets are required.

Ne® a0 2z N X 2 .


https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/maplefest-2022
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/maplefest-2022
https://www.lowes.com/events/register/shoot-the-moon-kit

Il Am New

I'm a bundle of potential and need.

V'm & consumer, of information: |
watch, listen, touch, taste, and smell

I'm & busy brain drive

I'm i scientist and p solver

V't hope und joy personified

(Nurture Me)

(Trust me, I'm learning)

1'ma smooth talking, agile, and \ i 1'm & risk taker-and mess maker.
obieryant seekenof adventure f W

I’'m & confident doer of exciting
things. I'm not built for desk
sitting. My busy brain craves

1 have more auestions in me - action and novelty,

than you have answers,

'm kind of a know:it-all..
2510 [ wont to Know. it all

I'm not as grownup as some
people think~1 still need to
play, move, and explore

1I'm parceptivi enolUgh o sense
this can frustrate you, but pleaze *
dan't discount my (nquisitiveness

(Challenge me) \ (Don’t Rush My Childhood)

Early childhood summed up! Thanks for sharing, Ms Kimmie!

L ] .. ® .
oo, 0° ceo,
d sciegce?elry fizzy painting! If want to ita,

L ]
ks andwusegreen paint.

For Parents Children's Books
1. InLike a Lion Out Like a Lamb by

1. Why Montessori Edl.:catlon I.s ?desr\ Marion Dane Bauer
2. We have a new blog! Check it gut here. MR ting a Rainbow by fois Ehlert

.Fkln at Home

| B ] ° ..
Logkl a fun project th

St. Patrick's Day activity, ¢

For the Love of Rea

Mo ® a0 Z N X 2 .


https://taminglittlemonsters.com/fizzy-painting-stem-activity-for-kids/
https://amshq.org/-/media/Files/AMSHQ/Families/Reading-Materials/Mont-Parent-Winter-2014-15.ashx?la=en
http://montessoridownriver.com/blog/

